Axes
When selecting an axe, the first major consideration is the intended use.

· Will you be chopping down trees and clearing brush?

· Will it be carried in a back pack?

· Is it for general camp use?

When selecting your axe, after deciding what it will be used for, and for bush crafting we will assume that you want a general purpose axe, the best thing to do is to go to a shop that sells suitable axes and try the feel of the axes they have on offer.

An axe should have the right weight for you, feel comfortable in the hand and should have a haft that is the right length for you. Whilst this is not something that is easy to alter, the correct length haft makes the axe much easier and more comfortable to use.
The materials used to make the axe will male a big difference to the axe.

Wood is very traditional, long lasting, easy to maintain and comfortable to handle.

Plastic, whilst easier to keep clean, can be uncomfortable to hold and can become brittle when cold.

Metal handles can become very hot, or very cold and can transmit shocks to the wielder.
Once you’ve decided on the type of axe, and the materials, the next thing to decide is the make.

